FIGURE | Making a Difference: Electoral Systems & Quotas
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Countries with a PR system have more women in parliament. Quotas make a difference, regardless of
electoral system.
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Notes: Unweighted averages. Information regarding electoral systems is based on the ACE Electoral Knowledge
Network and verified with IDEA (2005). Where countries had combined systems or where these sources disagreed,
IDEA (2005) was used. PR denotes proportional representation. All numbers presented are non-weighted averages
corresponding to the lower or single house of parliament as of 31 May 2008.

Sources: IPU database; IDEA Global Database of Quotas for women; IDEA (2003); IDEA website; ACE Electoral
Knowledge Network website. )
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