HIMALAYAN DECLARATION ON BEIJING +10
BEIJING +10
Lalitpur, Nepal

Alarmed that rampant globalization, neo-liberalism and unregulated privatization have contributed
towards the intensification of poverty, social injustice, illiteracy, structural violence, resulting in
extreme forms of discrimination and exploitation of women in the region;

Concerned that the adverse policies of the international financial institutions and the developed
countries have devastating impact for the exercise of human rights of women and have jeopardized the
quality of life and equitable employment opportunity for women,

Recalling the provisions enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the Beijing Platform for Action, the
Outcome Document; the Convention on the Rights of the Child; the SAARC Convention on
Trafficking and other regional and international instruments relating to women’s rights;

Reiterating the fact that militarization of the region has escalated violence against women and
children with grave risk of displacement, unsafe migration and exploitation thereby increasing
extreme vulnerability of women;

Understanding that the women in the region have largely been disenfranchised from the mainstream
political processes and marginalized from the power structures;

Realizing that sustainable human development incorporates substantive equality between women and
men, respect for human, economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights, the elimination of
poverty and the preservation of the environment is possible only through an equitable distribution of
the world’s resources between south and north, poor and rich, women and men.

We the 160+ delegates from South Asian countries assembled in the South Asia Beijing+10 NGO
Consultation held in Kathmandu, Nepal on June 19-20, 2004, from Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, representing various women’s organizations, NGOs and civil society
organized by South Asia Women’s Watch and hosted by Beyond Beijing Committee have unanimously
adopted the following “Himalayan Declaration.”

Our Mission Statement

1. We, the representatives from South Asia are all bound together by a common identity which
expresses itself both in our linkages and the struggles for the empowerment of women in our
respective countries.

2. These links have strengthened us individually and have led to a growing regional solidarity.
Today, in the context of the contemporary socio-political environment, we feel it is imperative to
develop and further strengthen a South Asian perspective for women’s empowerment in the
region.

3. As women our lives are subject to control through predominantly patriarchal structures and
discriminatory laws and institutions, often justified on the basis of religion, customs and cultures
which has led to increasing restrictions on our space and access to resources.

4. Increasing incidence of rape, dowry deaths, honor killings, acid attacks, women’s humiliation in
public, and the violence perpetrated by castism and religious fundamentalism leave us vulnerable
both in the private and public sphere.



We urge the countries of South Asia to

e Take comprehensive measures to address root causes of conflict situations, initiate and strengthen
processes towards negotiated political settlements to internal and cross-border conflicts and
ensure the participation of women at all levels in these efforts; reduce military budgets and
channel those resources towards the expenditures related to the social sector.

e The states must take effective measures to arrest the adverse impacts of globalization specially on
women; the state must ensure the protection of workers, food security, and the protection of
environment and livelihood of people; keep off privatization of the sectors that meet the basic
needs of people like water, health care, education stop the corporatization of agriculture.

e The state must not abdicate its social responsibility towards its people.

Create a code of conduct for corporate reasonability to comply with international human rights
standards relating to women.

e Take immediate measures to stop systematic and gross gender-based violence and violation of
women’s human rights; repeal/amend all discriminatory laws and adopt gender just laws meeting
the standard of international human rights laws and treaty obligation;

e Adopt all national, bilateral and regional laws and treaties with the goal of combating the heinous
crimes of trafficking, sexual exploitation and slavery of women.

e The states should come up with a fix time frame and ensure minimum of 33 percent of reservation
for women at all level in political and all levels of decision making.

e Adopt special affirmative measures, as a principle of positive discrimination, for dalit,
marginalized, single, aging, minority, indigenous, refugee and disabled women.

e Withdraw all declarations and reservations from CEDAW and CRC and ratify the Optional
Protocol of CEDAW, the Refugees Convention, the Statute of the International Criminal Court,
the Second Optional Protocol to the Geneva Convention, and the UN Convention on the
Protection of Rights of Migrant Workers and their Family and implement the provisions of above
conventions and protocols.

e All states must Strengthen National machineries and increase substantially the budgetary
allocations for the empowerments of women in order to fulfill commitments made under PFA.

e Consultative process with women’s organizations, NGOs and civil society needs to be
strengthened by the governments of the regions .

We, the women of South Asia who comprise more than 50% of the regional population are
strengthened by our firm commitment to continue our struggle to establish substantive equality in all
spheres of life. We call upon all the governments of the region to fulfill the commitments made in
Beijing, other international fora that fully implement BPFA, CEDAW and other international
instruments, national action plans on women of the respective countries within the given time frame.

We urge upon the development partners and relevant UN agencies to prioritize South Asian Women’s
concerns in their agenda and extend all necessary financial and technical assistance.

Since achievement of the goal of Equality, Development, and Peace is the international commitment
of all the governments of the Region, we call for full implementation of the goal by the year 2015.
Adopted on June 20, 2004, Lalitpur, Kathmandu, Nepal
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