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PARTNERING TO ADDRESS LINKS BETWEEN
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND HIV/AIDS

Worldwide, the number of women living with HIV/AIDS is increasing at an alarming rate.
Violence against women is both a significant cause and a consequence of this devastating
HIV/AIDS trend. Women facing violence within intimate relationships often cannot negotiate
safer sex practices, such as condom use. Rape and harmful practices such as female genital
mutilation also spread the virus. In addition to untenable levels of stigma and discrimination
from the community, women who test positive for HIV are often subjected to physical abuse
from partners and can face eviction from their homes. Further, as a result of such stigma
associated with HIV/AIDS, they are prevented from obtaining life-saving medical care and
treatment.

In 2005, Johnson & Johnson partnered with the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) and the UNAIDS-led Global Coalition on Women and AIDS (GCWA) to address the
correlation between gender-based violence and the spread of HIV/AIDS. The partnership
awards grants to community-based organizations and governments in developing nations as
part of the UNIFEM-managed United Nations Trust Fund to End Violence against Women, a
multi-lateral funding mechanism established in 1996 by the UN General Assembly. This
unique public-private partnership has helped to create a special funding window within the
Trust Fund to support work at the community and national levels to end violence against
women as a priority to reduce women's vulnerability to HIV and improve their access to
HIV/AIDS services.
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In 2005, Johnson & Johnson’s support to the UN Trust Fund to End Violence against Women
helped to provide grants to projects such as community theater workshops in South Africa that
address issues of stigma and discrimination and encourage public action through audience
participation. Additional Trust Fund-supported programs provided care and support to
survivors of violence and women living with HIV/AIDS in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC), Vietnam, India and Haiti. The impact of these programs can be measured in
new opportunities opened for women and girls. For instance, in the DRC, rape victims from
Kamisimbi, Walungu, 1zege, Kaniola and Ikoma now receive medical treatment, including
HIV/STD testing.

A CONTINUING EFFORT TO HALT THE SPREAD OF HIV/AIDS IN WOMEN

According to Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director, UNIFEM, fighting the alarming rates of
HIV/AIDS among women and girls requires new approaches involving multiple talents and
resources. “The Johnson & Johnson-UNIFEM partnership helps to break new ground by
assisting women to gain access to legal and health systems. We connect women living with
HIV/AIDS with policy makers and service providers to advocate for treatment protocols
grounded in human rights standards.” The partnership supports initiatives aimed at reducing
gender-based violence to lower rates of HIV/AIDS among women and strengthens efforts to
reduce violence that prevents HIV-positive women and girls from seeking justice and obtaining
treatment and care.

The 2007 partnership grants include:

¢ Botswana, Ministry of Labor and Home Affairs, Women’s Affairs Department:
Building capacity among judiciary, police, non-governmental organizations and traditional
leaders to detect and respond to violence against women and HIV/AIDS while developing
and implementing laws that address this issue;

o Dominican Republic, Colectivo Mujer y Salud: Training local service providers,
reaching at-risk populations along the Haitian border with promotional events that aim to
raise awareness of violence against women and its links to HIV/AIDS and integrating
gender perspectives into the national Law on AIDS;

¢ India, Breakthrough: Multiple communications tools, including mass media campaigns, a
traveling video van and peer counselors, will raise awareness about women'’s rights and
different forms of violence against women targeting high-prevalence states of Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka;

e Nigeria, Civil Resource Development and Documentation Centre in partnership with
ActionAlD International: Strengthening legislation and advocacy on violence against
women through community dialogue, media campaigns and training of government
officials with a focus on women living with HIV/AIDS and community groups that support
them; and

e Vietnam, Center for Reproductive and Family Health in cooperation with Vietham
Women’s Union: Improved care and counseling services and public outreach focusing on
sexual health and rights will reach women and girls from ethnic minorities along the
Vietnam-China border, with a focus on those who have been trafficked into forced
prostitution.



