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As the Arab Human Development Reports have made clear, important
development challenges continue to face the Arab world and one of
the key challenges identified is continued gender imbalance and the

empowerment of women. Examining both progress and challenges, the key
objective of this report is to serve as a tool for identifying unfulfilled promises
and for revisiting current strategies and program of actions for protecting
women’s security in Arab states. The Report opens with a brief overview of
what focusing on human security means, and how such a focus relates to the
history of women’s movements within the region. As was made clear in the
recent Arab Human Development Report, the Arab-Islamic civilization has
been a site of great intellectual progress and scholarship. Similarly, Arab and
Muslim thinkers promoted greater gender justice for centuries. Yet the region
faces great challenges for the human security of both women and men. The first
chapter of the report investigates three levels of action in the region towards
women’s empowerment. The policy levels where international commitments
are being made, the operational plans and actions at the national level, and most
importantly, the achievements and challenges  in terms of the every day lives of
women.  

The analysis in this chapter demonstrates that, at the policy level, Arab coun-
tries have been a full and active partner in all relevant international forums and
have adopted action plans that reflect the strategic orientation of the gender
approach. Furthermore, reasonable progress has been witnessed in addressing a
number of critical needs and in building capabilities. 

Yet the translation into concrete change faces many obstacles, such as pre-
vailing gender attitudes that continue to exert pressure on all women, regardless
of their age, education or access to the public sphere. Furthermore, although in
some countries there have been impressive changes on the legal front, custom-
ary treatment of women frustrates formal steps towards full and equal citizen-
ship. 
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