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INTRODUCTION

The advancement of women has always been central to our pursuit of
national peace and reconstruction. From the Bonn Agreement to the
Constitution, Afghanistan Compact (AC) and Afghanistan National
Development Strategy (ANDS), we have remained steadfast in our
commitment to pursue gender equality and the empowerment of
women in all spheres of life. As articulated in the ANDS, it is our goal to
eliminate discrimination against women, develop their human
capital, and promote their leadership in order to guarantee their
full and equal participation in all aspects of life.

Itis time to work for the realization of this goal. The National Action Plan
for the Women of Afghanistan (NAPWA) is the main vehicle of
government for implementing its gender commitments in the
Constitution, Millennium Development Goals, Afghanistan Compact,
ANDS and other national and international policy instruments on
women. All ministries and instrumentalities of government, including
provincial governments are directed to begin the implementation of this
plan by including NAPWA in their ministry/provincial plans and budgets.
All government instrumentalities are directed to report their
performance on the implementation of this plan to the Office of the
President through the Ministry of Women’s Affairs. All sectors of society
and international partners are enjoined to help make the vision of this
plan a reality.

Let it not be said that the status of women did not improve considerably
under the reign of peace and reconstruction in Afghanistan.






Message from the

ISTRY of WOMEN'’S AFFAIRS

The full implementation of the National Action Plan for the Women of
Afghanistan is a high level benchmark under the Afghanistan Compact and
the ANDS.

With NAPWA, we are taking ANDS one step forward by translating its gender
commitments and strategies into operational terms. This is also our vehicle
for implementing the gender provisions of the Constitution, Millennium
Development Goals (MDG), the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) that was ratified by our
government in March 2003, and the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA) that is
the global framework for promoting the advancement of women. The
National Action Plan for the Women of Afghanistan has benefited from over
two years of consultations with all ministries, non-governmental
organizations, the international community, and other sectors of society.

All of our society shapes and is shaped by the lives of women. We appeal to
all sectors of society to do their share in identifying measures that they could
implement over the short and long term to realize the vision set forth in the
NAPWA.

The Ministry of Women'’s Affairs will assist ministries and local governments
in implementing the actions agreed upon during the NAPWA ministerial
planning workshops in 2005. Every action taken to implement this plan
constitutes a step forward to a better life for all because what is good for
women is good for the nation.
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